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The spectacles of Holy Writ

David Ramage: I am your guest and I thank you for your hospitali-
ty. For this one evening you have , once again, appointed me to
speak in a chapel, in downtown Chicago, with my back to the crux
nuds, Calvin's naked cross.

Last vear ! spoke here on the transmogrification of hospitality
into hospitalization. This year you asked me to speak about
schools. "Prompt and sincerely,” I "“take my heart into my hand"
and speak on the transformation of the old ideal of trusting
obedience into institutrionalized education.

[ want to speak about education, conscious that I dc so in a
Chapel in the midst of Chicago's Loop rather than in a University
aula. I want to look at the present educationa: system through
the spectacles of Holy Writ [ICR 1,14,1j rather than from the
viewpoint of sociology, anthropoleqy, economics or philosophy. In
this experiential perspective which is part of the disciplina
crucis [ICR 3,13,4) "we are nat our own, but God's" [ICR 3,7,1),
and can thus recocgnize the precent school system ag one manifes-
tation of a mystery of evil.

FEducation in the perspective of the dropout

In the privileged perspective which comes natural to the reader
of the Gospel Story, the so~called crisis of the Chicage Public
School System does not 2ppear as a local problem, but as a very
clear indication of a worldwide phenomenon: societies which
continue their commitment o0 compulsory, universal schooling
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